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Chapter fifteen – A lonely Island

25/10/612  7:59 AM

A huge amount of gray clouds arrived at Ainessa during the night. The air was cold. The gusts were a breath of the winter coming from the north. Slowly it came closer to the beautiful plains of Ainessa. And the first victim was… Gannon Castle. About 130 miles from Ainessa away the winter always hit them as the first ones. Mike shivered under his cover. He was about 7’ 9’’ tall and his body was easy to cool. Additional the cover wasn’t big enough to cover his whole body. Finally he snooze and awake…

>> Where am I? And why is it so cold? <<

He saw the trees and remembered step by step…

>> Right… We were going to visit Dustin’s father and we rested here… << he said with his deep minotaur voice.

He yawned. Sleepy he looked around and noticed that Alex and Keegan weren’t there… He shivered another time…

>> Where can they be? <<

Noiseless Mike got up and took his equipment. He saw a small line of smoke rising up to the sky…

>> Where did they go? I can’t imagine why they left us… Wait… Alex is gay, isn’t he? Perhaps the two did elope with each other… << Mike said.

>> Hey, Mike… Did you notice it just now? Since Alex’s birthday the two have became a couple… << Cris said while she remained laying next to the camp fire.

Mike looked confused at her.

>> You’re awake? <<

>> Yes… but go if you want. I don’t take care of Alex… at the moment… <<

Cris yawned and she turned around and she snuggled herself to her cover. Mike sighed and left the place…

25/10/612 8:04 AM

The wind became stronger and colder during the last minutes. Keegan snuggled himself close to Alex’s feathers and fur. Additional Alex pressed Keegan close to him. The night was cold and the both were still nude. Only their fur protected him against the messenger of the winter. Alex and Keegan shivered a little bit. They warmed each other, but it still was cold. Really cold… The two were still sleeping. A gust blew over Zannai Pa. A huge amount of cold air hit the both. Alex shivered a lot. He made an displeasured expression at his face. Slowly he awake. He yawned a long time and sleepy he looked around. Alex laid his wings around Keegan’s body to warm him more than before. The sun hadn’t risen yet. Alex noticed some red colored clouds near to the horizon. Gently Alex kissed the top of Keegan’s head.

>> Wake up, Keegan-chan. The sun will rise soon… << Alex whispered into his ear.

Softly Alex stroke over Keegan’s head. Keegan slowly opened his eyes… He moaned and yawned…

>> Why did you awake me? << Keegan asked him.

>> Because I want to watch the sunrise with you… << Alex replied.

Keegan turned around and took place between Alex’s legs again. Both noticed a hole in the cloud cover.

>> There it will appear. << Alex said.

Keegan nodded. Alex snuggled his head against Keegan’s one. The sun shone it very first sunshine at Ainessa that day. The sun warmed their bodies and their fur. A feeling of pleasure flooded Alex’s body. Sitting here with his mate, watching the sunrise and being happy all the time. Alex got the feeling he arrived in heaven…

>> What are you two doing here? << an older woman suddenly shouted.

Alex and Keegan sat there looking into each others eyes.

>> I think we forgot something… << Keegan said.

>> Yep! Our pants… <<

Slowly Alex and Keegan stood up. Keegan took his sword laying next to the both to hide his sheath. Alex hid his sheath behind Keegan. Both blushed.

>> Well, we want to apologize… for our incorrect outfit… << Keegan said ashamed.

>> I am so sorry that we look so weird… << Alex added.

The scream of the older woman had awake the most of the village people. The road was filled by people. Suddenly the whole village stood around them. Alex and Keegan felt themselves like fools. Alex looked around. He noticed some younger children showing with their fingers at his butt. He reacted quickly…

>> Sorry, Keegan but I have to do that… << Alex said.

Keegan looked surprised when Alex caressed his chest and carried him to the oak. He leant himself against it. Alex sighed. He used the tree to hide his back. The rumor became louder. Keegan enclosed the seize of his sword and he still tried to hide his sheath. Alex caressed Keegan’s chest again.

>> Excuse me… I want to explain that situation… Can you listen to me, please? << Alex began to speak.

He moved his hands to the seize of Keegan’s sword.

>> Please let it go, when I say it to you, okay? << Alex whispered into his ear.

Keegan nodded.

>> I am very sorry that we are now here naked in Zannai Pa at the market place. We have our reasons. I can explain that… <<

>> Why were you two naked? << a young woman asked.

>> We stayed here over night. We slept under Aaron… even naked… << Keegan answered.

>> Are you two male? << An older man asked.

>> Yes, we two are male… << Alex replied.

The rumor became loud and they need about ten minutes to calm the crowd down…

>> Are you two gay? << A little child asked funny…

>> Now! << Alex whispered.

Keegan let the sword go. It fell forwards. In that moment Alex moved his right hand over Keegan’s sheath to hide it. Keegan looked confused. He didn’t expect that Alex would do that. Softly Alex cupped Keegan’s sheath. Everybody stared at Alex and Keegan to see what Alex was doing.

>> Yes, we two are gay… << Alex said.

Alex couldn’t stop the rumor anymore. They were talking loudly. Some unbelieving eyes looked at them. Suddenly Keegan heard a familiar voice…

>> Sorry… What’s up here? May I see it, too? <<

A very displeasured feeling grew in Keegan’s body. They both were ashamed for that situation, but it was about to getting worse…

>> It’s Cassy… No doubt… << Keegan whispered to Alex.

>> Cassy? Damned… << Alex replied.

Both stared at the place where they saw some people moving. More and more of Cassy appeared between the others. Both swallowed. Alex’s grip became tighter than before…

>> Oh Shit! <<

Cassy came through the crowd. She stood in front of the two. She seemed to be shocked. She said no word anymore. Seemly she looked at them unbelieving what she saw…

25/10/612  8:25 AM

Slowly Mike walked across a wheat field. He saw Zannai Pa laying at the other side of it. The sun had been risen several minutes ago. A fresh wind blew from the north. Mike looked at the sky while he was coming closer. Some little birds flight across it. The most clouds were gray. Some were white…

>> Hope they can say me where I can find Alex and Keegan. << he said to himself.

He arrived at the main gate of Zannai Pa. Unsure what he should do he entered the village.

>> Anybody here? <<

Silence. Then he suddenly heard the rumor from the market place. Confused he followed the noise.

>> Well… maybe there had been happened something… << Mike thought.

He went around a corner and he saw a scene he couldn’t even imagine. Alex and Keegan standing in front of a tree and surrounding by the village people.

>> I wonder what happened. <<

Mike walked closer to the market place. Of cause of his height of 7 feet and nine inches he could see what happened. Suddenly he noticed that Alex and Keegan are naked…

>> Why are they nude? << Mike asked himself.

He arrived at the crowd surrounding Alex and Keegan. Cassy still stood in front of the two.

>> Keegan, please tell me what you are doing here… <<

Her expression became angry. Alex didn’t notice that his jowls had become red. The feeling of shame in him was immense. Keegan didn’t know what to say. A bad favor filled his muzzle. He wasn’t able to speak…

>> So you don’t want to say something for your defense? <<

>> I… << Keegan stammered.

Alex began to sweat. His wasn’t allowed to take his hand away, but he noticed that Keegan was going to get an erection. Alex swallowed…

>> Erm… Cassy? I can explain that… << Alex slightly said.

>> Well… What can you say about that? <<

>> We only rested under that tree. During the night we played a little bit and we forgot to dress up after it… << Alex explained.

>> Alex… You suddenly fell asleep… I didn’t want to awake you… << Keegan added.

Cassy couldn’t see that anymore. Filled with aggression she went in front of Keegan and gave him a slap in his face. His right jowl blushed. Hurt went through his body. But the pain she cause in his proud was much bigger. Unbelieving he looked into her eyes…

>> Keegan, I told you that I accept the fact that you are gay, but how are you able to dare it to do such a insane thing even in your own hometown? <<

She was really upset about that.

>> I am sorry… << Keegan said with a lowered voice.

He also lowered his head. Alex looked around. He saw the people standing around them. All were upset about what Alex and Keegan had done. Even the children looked upset. Some were scared, but the most had the same opinion as the adults one. Alex noticed the children were collecting little stones from the ground. Some seconds later they started to throw them at Alex and Keegan…

>> Go away! << a little boy shouted.

>> You two are insane! << an older woman said.

>> Sent from the devil! << a girl spoke.

>> We don’t want to have you two here… << an older man added while he raised his staff.

>> Leave our village and never come back… <<

Alex tried to block the stones while Keegan tried to collect their clothes. Alex was very busy to protect Keegan. He got some little wounds over his whole arm.

>> How long are you able to protect us? << Keegan asked.

>> I hope long enough… << Alex answered.

In the meantime some villagers ran into their houses and they came back with sword and other weapons.

>> You two are still here! << Some people shouted.

>> Are you going to hunt us down or what? << Keegan replied.

>> When you don’t want to leave Zannai Pa… We will hunt you down… << they replied.

>> Why? << Keegan asked while he knelt on the ground.

>> Look at yourself! Then you will see the reason… <<

>> Only because we love each other? What’s wrong with that? << Alex asked.

>> Male are supposed to love females. <<

>> Oh really? << Alex shouted.

The symbol of water appeared at his forehead. Unimproved the people continued to threaten Alex and Keegan. Keegan suddenly noticed Cassy crying in the middle in the crowd. She hold her hands in front of her face. Tears fell down to earth. Keegan stood up and walked towards her. He was hit by some stones until he arrive at Cassy. Blood flew down his jowl, because a stone hit him right above his eyebrow. She collapsed in his arms.

>> Please leave the village, Keegan… << she whispered.

>> Why? <<

>> I can’t see you naked… I don’t want to see you in your current situation. I can’t bear that. I suffer under that… <<

Slowly Keegan released his grip from her. He stood up and turned around. Without saying anything he walked towards the main gate of Zannai Pa.

>> Alex… Please follow me… <<

>> What happened, Keegan? <<

>> I will explain that later… <<

Alex took his clothes and joined Keegan. Both left the village naked followed by Mike who observed the situation the whole time. They arrived at their sleeping place some minutes later. Alex and Keegan dressed themselves before they woke up Cris and Dustin…

29/10/612 10:43 PM

Four days had passed. Keegan, Alex, Cris, Mike and Dustin had continued their voyage towards Twar Island. It was dark and cold. The sun had disappeared hours ago. A huge amount of gray clouds had gone across the sky. It had rained several times during the last four days. They arrived at some little hills just five miles from Hikari Kioko away, their destination…

>> Keegan, which town is that? << Alex asked while Mike and Cris prepared the camp fire.

Alex stood there and showed at a town laying at the coast. Alex saw the ocean of Ainessa the first time. Keegan joined him.

>> Yes. That’s Hikari Kioko, the biggest harbor of Ainessa. There we will take a job on a ship and travel to Twar Island you see at the horizon… <<

Keegan showed with his finger towards ocean. Alex saw that Keegan meant. A cold gust came from the ocean. Alex loved the sea air. His wings fluttered in the air.

>> And there lives Dustin’s father… <<

>> Yeah… << Dustin answered from behind.

Keegan and Alex turned around. Cris lighted the campfire. Some minutes later all sat around the fire. They put some meat on tips of some twigs. Slowly Alex took his twig and turned the meat around…

>> I like such a night… << Alex said.

>> Yeah. It’s so quiet and peaceful… << Dustin added.

Mike leant himself against a tree and he looked up to the dark sky. Only Umbras shone from it. It violet shine gave that situation a mystic flare.

>> How long will the peace remain? << Mike said without lowering his head.

>> I don’t know. Hope Gannon will need a lot of time… << Keegan replied slightly.

Cris sighed.

>> Keegan? Is Regin a nice guy? << Cris asked.

Keegan looked up.

>> Why do you ask, Cris? <<

>> I am interested, because Lord Regin offered me a job. I may work in the laboratory… <<

>> In the laboratory? That’s a good place to work… The payment is good and the work isn’t too hard… << Dustin spoke while he took his twig and took a bite from his piece of meat.

>> I heard that Xoomhammer works there… << Alex meant.

Silence…

>> I didn’t expect that you can be nice… << Alex noticed some minutes later.

>> Well, Alex. I am not as bad as you think. << she replied.

>> And you remembered my name… <<

Alex put the whole meat into his beak and he swallowed it some seconds later. All stared at him…

>> How… how can you eat it at once? << Mike asked.

>> Training… << Alex answered daring.

They continued their evening dinner and some minutes after they had finish the dinner, they went to bed. All knew that tomorrow would be a hard day…

30/10/612  9:56 AM

A huge amount of fresh sea air filled Alex’s lungs. He breathed in deeply. A smile appeared at his beak. Ten minutes ago they had gone through the main gate of Hikari Kioko. Alex looked around. They were at the main place near the docks. The place was crowded. Little shops boarded the place. Here and there a shop keeper tried to sell his fish. Alex had never been in such a village. Keegan looked at him and smiled. Keegan was used to visit Hikari Kioko. Lord Regin often sent him to Hikari Kioko when he was young. Suddenly a man shouted to Alex…

>> Ey, you… Gryphon warrior… <<

Alex turned around.

>> Do you mean me? << Alex asked confused.

>> Yeah… I’d like to buy your amulet… <<

>> My what? <<

The man, a old wolf, showed at his water drip-sized amulet shining in the sun.

>> I am sorry, but I won’t sell it… <<

>> 50 gold pieces… <<

Alex’s eyes became wide. 50 gold piece for a glass piece… But he didn’t know what this glass piece was able to do.

>> No… << Alex replied.

>> Okay, then not. But later you will wish that you sold it to me… <<

The wolf grinned. Alex shook his head and walked away. He rejoined Keegan, Dustin, Cris and Mike. They were supposed to wait, but they did some window-shopping.

>> Alex… Finally you arrived… << Keegan said without taking his look from a special-looking stone…

>> I am sorry… <<

>> It doesn’t matter… Do you enjoy your stay? <<

Alex nodded.

>> What will happen next? << Alex asked.

>> Mike and Dustin will search for a stay till tomorrow. Cris shall buy some food for the voyage to Twar Island and we two have to find a ship that will bring us to Twar Island. << Keegan explained.

Alex looked into the sky. Some white clouds crossed it. At the horizon towards Ainessa’s Castle a new cloud cover had appeared during to last night. Alex turned around and he saw the ships of the harbor…

>> There are only two ships… <<

>> I know… Hope one of them will accept us… <<

>> What do you mean? Hope they will accept us… << Alex asked.

>> We haven’t enough money to pay the voyage… Lord Regin told me to work while we will ship over to Twar Island. <<

>> What? <<

>> You understood me correctly… We will work on a ship… << Keegan explained.

>> Well… Hope Cris won’t get mad… <<

Slowly they walked towards the harbor…

30/10/612  11:03 AM

>> What do you mean??? << Keegan asked loudly.

His anger was huge. He stood in front of the captain of the ‘Shining Light’.

>> We needn’t any worker anymore. Either you will pay or will leave my ship… <<

>> We abolished that payment some moths ago… << a sailor added…

>> But what shall we do then? << Alex asked.

>> Pay or leave… <<

Keegan didn’t say anything…

>> Keegan-chan? <<

He took Alex’s arm and pulled him off the ship.

>> Go to Hell! << he said.

Quickly he crossed the pier and arrived at the smaller ship laying in the water. In front of the ship Keegan stopped.

>> Was that necessary…? << Alex asked carefully…

>> Yes… << Keegan replied…

>> And may I know why? <<

>> Because Ainessa’s Castle has some problems at the moment. Especially of cause of the money… Lord Regin searches for mercenaries all over the land. He won’t lose the battle… He won’t lose his Castle. He fought very much to get it… << Keegan explained.

>> I think he get it because Lord Redmond died by a disease… <<

>> Did Ronwen tell you that? <<

>> Uhm… yes… <<

Keegan smiled.

>> They still tries to hide it. Nearly everybody knows that Lord Regin send an assassin. He let murder him… <<

>> What? << Alex said unbelieving…

>> No one is innocent in this world… No one… Do you hear me? <<

>> Well, it’s true that we killed a lot of people… <<

>> Everybody of us had already done a sin… Even our love is a sin… <<

>> Our love? <<

>> Only say that somebody is gay is a grave offence… <<

>> So you aren’t as tolerant as the people in the year 2004… <<

>> What do you mean? <<

>> In the year 2004 we both are even able to marry and we can live like normal… <<

>> Really? <<

Alex nodded. Keegan smiled and turned around and went to the ship…

>> Anybody there? << Keegan shouted.

Suddenly a hand touched Alex’s right shoulder. Alex’s eyes widened and he turned his head to the source. A small creature dressed by a violet robe stood next to him…

>> Sorry, but what are you doing with my little boat? <<

Keegan left the ship and walked next to Alex.

>> I am searching for the captain or the owner of that ship… <<

>> He stands in front of you… <<

>> Well… We are searching for a ship which will bring us to Twar Island… <<

The creature walked between Alex and Keegan.

>> But you must work for me the whole voyage. I take no money. It’s because I am the only one who lives with that boat… I saw nearly the whole world and I sailed across all oceans… <<

>> Sure. We will work… Can we start tomorrow? <<

>> I will wait for you… << The creature said.

Keegan and Alex turned around and ran to the market place…

30/10/612  8:43 PM

The tavern was crowded. Many furs tried to enter it. The air was warm and stifling. Keegan and the other sat around a table. They were in a room next to the main hall. There were only about six tables. A waiter entered the room and brought the ordered meals. With a little sound he put the plates on the table.

>> Arigato! << Alex said with a smile on his face.

The waiter looked at him and turned around to leave the room…

>> Well, let’s begin… << Keegan said with a smile on his face.

While they were eating, all discussed about very strange themes… Mike and Dustin spoke about different sizes of swords and axes. Cris, Alex and Keegan discussed about a very different theme…

>> So, Cris. Can you say me why I am disturbing you? << Alex asked.

>> I told it some times ago. It’s your behavior. <<

>> Last time you told me that my fur, my feathers and my beak are disturbing you, too. <<

>> That was someday, but they aren’t disturbing me now. I accept your body like it is. Only your behavior is going on my nerves. <<

>> Okay… I can’t deny that I am strange and that I have a strange behavior. I cause some displeasuring situations. Like in Zannai Pa and we kissed us on the road. I and he… I think if that is disturbing you, then Keegan has to disturb you, too… <<

>> Alex’s right… Do I disturb you, too? << Keegan asked.

>> Well… << Cris began to speak.

>> I think her aversion against me is unfounded… << Alex whispered to Keegan.

Keegan nodded.

>> No, my dear Keegan… You aren’t disturbing me. I observed the development of your relationship for a while and I see you, my dear Keegan, as one of Alex’s victims. He always rides you into such a situation. As long as he does something like that I won’t be able to accept him like he is. I want to ask you if you are able to calm down Alex in those situations. Please stop him before he does something like that in Zannai Pa again. << Cris continued some seconds later.

>> What? <<

Alex stood up quickly and stared at her.

>> You heard me correctly. I hope you get that! If you won’t do anything displeasuring to us again, I will be friendly to you. But now at the moment it is impossible to be a friend of yours. <<

Her green eyes replied Alex’s gaze. Alex became angry…

>> Then… then I should change my behavior? <<

>> Yep… << Cris slightly added.

>> Okay… I try it, okay. But you have to give me a chance. No more silly comments, okay? <<

>> When you change your behavior a little bit, sure… <<

>> Thank you, Cris. <<

He took his place and continued to eat… While the next minutes nobody said anything. Keegan took his reservation out of his pocket.

>> I think it’s better, if Cris, Mike and Dustin take the double-room… << Keegan said.

>> What do you mean with the double-room? <<

>> We only get a single and a double-room… I and Alex, we will take the single-room… << Keegan said.

>> You two want to do some pervert things, huh? << Cris added.

Alex and Keegan looked at each other, then they nodded.

>> No! << Both said synchronous.

At that moment the door towards the main room of the sailor inn opened and a person covered by a dark blue cloak. Everyone turned his or her head to the strange person just entering the room. No one could see its face. Suddenly Alex saw its blue eyes. Their gazes met in the middle of the air. Its eyes remembered him at diamonds. Then they suddenly disappeared and Alex quickly closed his eyes. He opened and closed his eyes a lot of times.

>> Everything right? << Keegan asked worried.

>> Yeah, I think. It was only a piece of dust… << Alex replied.

That strange person walked through the room slowly. Alex couldn’t take his eyes of it.

>> Alex… It’s okay… Let’s finish our meal and go to bed… <<

>> No… I want to know who is that… <<

>> Are you now beginning to look after other man? <<

>> Are you jealous? << Alex asked smiling.

>> No… << Keegan added.

That person Alex was watching sat down on the nearest table. It slowly drew the hood of its cloak off. Alex could see what is was… A male dragon…

>> Another dragon… << Alex said unbelieving.

>> Well, Alex. It’s only an anthromorphic one… You can kill him easily… << Cris said not improved.

>> I don’t think so… <<

Alex watched the dragon a long time. It was a male one. About 6 feet and 7 inches tall and covered with dark blue scales. He had two ebony horns at his head. His diamond-like eyes were incredible. Alex was fascinated. His scales shone in the candle light. Alex saw that the dragon was nearly naked. He only wore his cloak and some white shorts. Then he noticed a brown belt holding a little sheath of a dagger. Suddenly the dragon turned his head to Alex and looked at him. Alex smiled.

>> Hi << he said slightly.

The dragon smiled and nodded. Alex turned to his meal and continued to eat it. After they had finished it, they separated and went to bed. Alex and Keegan together in the single-room and the others in the double-room…

30/10/612  11:38 PM

The night was dark and cold. A thick cloud cover lay over the land and over the ocean. Alex stood in front of the open window. He leant his forearms onto the window-sill. He only wore some brown pants. The wind blew into the room. Alex’s wings moved in the wind back and forth. He sighed and turned around. It was a nice room. A carpet lay in front of the door. The bed stood was next to the window and there were a little table and two chairs, too. The wardrobe is the most interesting thing in the room. On the both leaves of the wardrobe was Ainessa’s coat of arms. A golden dragon holding a sword on a red shield. Alex liked that coat of arms very much. He was proud to stand under that banner. But he didn’t really know if he would gave his life for Ainessa. He thought about that a lot of times. Keegan already lay on the bed. He wore only some black pants, too. Alex looked at him and Keegan smiled.

>> What will we do now? Do you have an idea? << Alex asked.

>> Yeah… Come to me… << Keegan said with his soft voice.

Alex left the window-sill and went next to the bed. He knelt down in front of it. Keegan turned around and he lay on his back. He softly began to kiss Alex’s beak and to pull Alex onto the bed. He let Keegan do unresisting. Finally Alex lay onto Keegan’s chest. Keegan didn’t stop kissing Alex and he rubs Alex’s chest.

>> Do you think we should do it now? <<

>> Sure. I don’t think that someone will visit us in the middle of the night. << Keegan replied.

>> And what’s about Cris? << Alex asked while pulling Keegan’s pants off.

>> She isn’t that bad girl. I don’t think that she is so rude… <<

>> I hope that… <<

Keegan pulled Alex’s pants off and they lay one upon another hugging and kissing each other. Suddenly both stopped. Alex’s hands lay on Keegan’s breast muscles and Keegan gripped Alex’s butt. He squeezed it gently. Alex moaned…

>> Don’t stop, my mate… <<

>> I won’t do that… <<

Alex’s hands moved along Keegan’s body. They moved across Keegan’s belly…

>> I don’t mind, Alex… <<

>> Thanks… <<

In that moment the door of their room opened loudly. Alex’s and Keegan’s expression became scared.

>> What was that? << Keegan asked carefully.

>> I hope it wasn’t what I think it was… << Alex explained.

Both looked at each other, then they turned their head to the door. Cris stood in it…

>> We can explain that… << Alex said…

>> No. No need for it. I saw enough… << Cris said while she smiled proudly.

She turned around.

>> Please don’t go, Cris… << Keegan spoke.

Keegan felt like a kind of helplessness. Alex didn’t really know what he should say. He couldn’t deny what he did in front of her eyes.

>> Well, Cris… Please stay… I want to ask you something… << Keegan meant…

She breathed in and out very heavy. Then she turned around and starred at Alex and Keegan.

>> Okay… But dress you first, okay? <<

Keegan and Alex slightly nodded. Cris watched both smiling while the both dressed themselves. They had a bad feeling. They had been caught while they wanted to yiff
. Alex took the pants, gave Keegan’s one to him and both dressed themselves. They left their chest naked. He had a strange favor in his beak. Cris looked angry into Alex’s green eyes…

>> So, Alex! Now explain me what… <<

A loud explosion interrupted her. All put their hands onto their ears. Pain appeared at Alex’s face. The loud sound hurts in his ears, because they were more sensitive than Cris’s ones. Keegan also suffered under it. The sound disappeared…

>> What was that? << Cris asked.

>> Something’s exploded… << Keegan noticed.

>> I wonder what it was… << Alex slightly said.

Alex turned to the window. He saw a bright red light coming from outside. They began to hear screams. A cold feeling moved down Keegan’s body. Alex began to shiver…

>> Something terrible happened… << Keegan said.

>> I think so… Let’s go outside to see if we can help… <<

Alex and Keegan took their weapons. Alex tied his spatula around his chest crosswise. Both ran out of the room quickly. Alex noticed Cris walking back to her room. He turned around and ran next to her gripping her arm.

>> What are you doing, Alex? << Cris shouted.

>> Please Cris. I entreat you to help us. I have a bad feeling. I think some people is injured or even dead. Please come with us. <<

>> That isn’t my business. Leave me alone… <<

>> Please, Cris… <<

Alex looked deep into her eyes. She noticed a helplessness in his eyes.

>> Okay, okay. I will come with you, okay? It’s really boring here at the moment isn’t it? <<

Alex’s eyes began to glow.

>> Thank you a lot, Cris. <<

>> I will catch my fighting stuff. Wait in front of the door. <<

Alex nodded. Cris ran into her room and she returned with a thin sword and she wore some pieces of an armor. They turned around and ran into the dark. Finally they vanished…

30/10/612  11:56 PM

Alex and Cris left the tavern running. It was dark. No stars were at the sky. A lot of clouds covered it. Some people were running away from something. Alex noticed a red light coming from his left. He turned his head to the source of the light. His eyes widened. What he saw was awful. He saw the harbor… and the bigger ship was on fire. The sails and a huge part of the deck burned. He looked to Cris. She looked a little bit amused.

>> Cris? Do you really like to see destruction and chaos, dead people and fire? << Alex asked her confused.

>> Not always, but I began to miss it. It was a terrible time during my previous live. Maybe I am a little bit destructive… << she replied.

>> Okay… We must search for Keegan… Keegan, where are you? << Alex shouted.

>> I am here! << it came from far away.

Alex and Cris looked around. Finally they found him. He stood in front of the rope teeing the ship at the pier. Alex spread his wings and flight to him. Cris followed him running across the place.

>> Keegan, do you know if somebody’s still on board? <<

>> Yeah… Some sailors told me they were still missing one of their best friends. His name is Andrew… <<

>> Damn! <<

>> Someone must help him… << Cris noticed.

The wind blew strongly. The ship started to float away. But the rope held it on its place. Alex closed his eyes for a moment…

>> I will do it… << he finally said.

>> That’s suicide… << Keegan spoke.

>> You want to die, don’t you, Alex? << Cris asked him.

>> Did you just forget that I am a water magician? <<

Alex smiled. Keegan and Cris nodded. Alex spread his wings and flight to the ship. A wall of warmth and heat made it difficult to land onto it. The wood was dry. Alex looked around… Pieces of shattered wood lay all around him. Burning sails fell down to the ground. Alex saw a huge melting pot. Tar flowing out of it.

>> Maybe that’s the reason of the fire… << he thought.

He turned around and ran to the door leads into the ship. Alex followed a lot of halls and he went through a lot of doors. It was hot and the air smelled badly. Alex get some problems to breath and more and more the smell of sulfur and tar  intruded into Alex’s body. He had to cough a lot of times. His view became worse, too.

>> Damn… I hope I will find him soon… I must destroy that ship if I can’t take it anymore… << he said to himself.

Suddenly he heard a voice… or something like that…

>> Please… Help me… Someone… << Alex heard.

He turned to that voice and began to ran. He arrived at a wooden door. But he couldn’t open it…

>> Hey… I am here… << Alex shouted.

>> Please help me… Or I will die here… <<

>> I can’t open the door… Is there another way to get to you? <<

>> No… I can’t really see anymore… That’s the only way… <<

Alex raised his talons.

>> Mizu no Aura! <<

The symbol of water appeared at his forehead and his talons glowed. Quickly he cut the door into little pieces. A lot of sulfur steam came out of it. The whole air was colored yellow… A disgusting smell filled the air… Alex was near to vomit…

>> I am feeling so bad… Where are you? << Alex asked.

>> I am here… <<

A thin person came out of the sulfur steam. His clothes were dirty and yellow-colored.

>> How could you stay in that steam? <<

>> I got used of sulfur a long time ago… <<

>> Well… Are you Andrew? <<

The man nodded.

>> So follow me… <<

Alex turned around and left the room. He felt really bad. His stomach hurt and it was going to let Alex vomit. He hurried up to left the ship. After every hall he looked behind him to see Andrew following him. They arrived at the last door. Alex opened it and they ran onto the deck. Just in that moment the hugest mast collapsed. It was falling towards Alex and Andrew…

>> What the…? Damned! Run away! Sextanto… <<

Alex tried to tear it into pieces, but he was too late…

>> I won’t survive that… What will Keegan do then? I didn’t even the change to say good-bye… What for a shameful death, but it’s my own fault… << Alex thought.

His eyes widened while the mast became bigger and bigger in his view…

>> Levitate! <<

A violet fog surround the collapsing mast and it floated into the air slowly. Alex didn’t believe his eyes. Scared he turned around and he saw Cris standing next to Keegan holding a staff into the air. The tip of the staff shone a violet light…

>> Go away, Alex! I can’t hold it anymore << she shouted.

Alex could fly over the water easily, but Andrew couldn’t do that… Andrew looked at him with his shy blue eyes…

>> Climb onto my back! <<

>> What? << Andrew replied.

>> You understood me correctly. Climb onto my back… <<

With a confused expression he follow Alex’s command. When Alex starts to beat with his wings, he didn’t left the floor. He was frightened that that may happen…

>> Damned… << he thought.

The ship was going to burn till ash. Several hole already were in the hull. Water filled the inside. They were lost. Alex’s destiny was to die in a fire… With a great helplessness he looked to Keegan and Cris. Suddenly Alex noticed the dragon he had met at dinner running towards the pier. He stopped next to Cris and he raised his hands.

>> Freezing Wall! << he shouted.

A dark blue symbol appeared at his forehead. Alex couldn’t see the shape of that symbol. It only shone a dark blue light. It was more darker than Alex’s symbol. A wall of ice appeared between the pier and the ship. It was thick enough to walk over it. Alex hold Andrew tight and he ran over the wall. In that moment Cris’s spell finished and the mast collapsed. Seconds later the second mast collapsed. Alex’s feet slid over the ice. They arrived at the pier. Alex went behind some boxes. He let Andrew go and all looked at the rest of the once beautiful ship. It was going to sink every second. Keegan noticed the rope being taut. And it was near to rip…

>> Everyone! Watch out! << Keegan said.

The rope ripped into two pieces and one end flight through the air. It headed for Alex. He looked into the sky, because he heard a strange sound. The sound of the rope. It cut the air like a hot knife cuts butter. It hit the boxes in front of Alex, but it came through easily. Shattered pieces of wood flight through the air. Nothing stood between Alex and the rope still coming closer. He couldn’t do anything…

>> Alex! << Keegan shouted.

The rope hit Alex’s left chest. He got a long wound being crossover his left breast muscle. Of cause of the pressure Alex had been pushed away. He crashed into a pile of little boxes behind him. Keegan and the unknown dragon ran to him. He lay there without doing something. His breath was flat. Blood flew out of his wound. Cris stood there watching the burning ship sinking. After it had sunken she turned around. Without making a noise she watched Keegan and the dragon carrying Alex into the tavern…
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Alex had a cold feeling. A cold feeling covering his whole body. He moaned and slowly opened his eyes. He saw the dark gray ceiling. He also felt some pain in his left chest. He tried to get up…

>> No… It isn’t time to get up. Rest a little… << a deep voice said.

Alex turned his head to his right. He saw the blue dragon sitting on a chair next to Alex’s bed. In that moment Alex noticed the bags filled with ice laying on his body. He shivered a little bit…

>> Thank you… << Alex slightly said.

>> It’s ok. You needn’t thank me… <<

The dragon smiled.

>> May I know your name? At least I want to know who rescued me… <<

>> Sure… My name is Ssslith Silentclaw… My friends call me Ssslith… << Ssslith said with a smile on his face.

Alex sighed. He slowly moved his right hand to his left chest. He took the bag away and laid his hand onto his wound. He touched his own flesh.

>> What do you want to do with that wound? <<

>> I don’t really know. But you did an excellent job… <<

>> How do you know that it was my job? <<

>> Because my friends aren’t able to summon such an amount of ice… I am the only water magician of our group… <<

>> I can imagine… The most gryphons I met weren’t able to use magic, but if a gryphon is able to use it, it is mostly a strong magic… <<

>> You met other gryphons? <<

>> Yeah… They live in a kingdom far away from here… I think they call it Avia… <<

>> Avia? << Alex asked unbelieving.

>> Yeah… <<

>> That means that Avia exists… Dad told me a lot about a dreamland for gryphons called Avia. I took it as a lie when I arrived at Ainessa, but it isn’t a lie… Hope I can visit it someday… << Alex thought.

Alex looked at his wound. He concentrated and the symbol of water appeared at his forehead. His hand began to glow…

>> What spell do you cast? <<

>> A healing spell… << Alex answered.

>> I see… <<

>> Salutaris contrectatio! <<

Alex’s hand shone a bright blue light. Slowly his wound closed, but a scar remained. His second one looked like his first ones running across his back. Alex sighed.

>> Well… Another scar is now decorating my body… <<

>> Do you have anything against scars? <<

>> No, but I tried to die with no scar… I thought they show bad injuries and lost war and battles. I always thought they will fill me with shame… <<

>> And now you got two of them… Do you hate your body of cause of the scars on it? <<

>> I think I would hated my body, if Su-Chi and Keegan weren’t there to help me accepting it… I would been dead if I didn’t accepted it… <<

>> I understand… <<

>> What do you want to do now? << Alex asked him.

>> I don’t know… Perhaps traveling a little bit… <<

>> Do you mind to accompany us? << Alex asked.

>> Why not. I will catch my stuff, okay? <<

>> Sure… <<

Ssslith stood up and left the room…
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Mike, Dustin, Keegan, Cris and the ship owner waited in front of the ship. There were still a lot of clouds at the sky. But the sun was able to come through. A light wind blew over the harbor. Suddenly Cris saw Alex and Ssslith coming along the pier.

>> They are coming! << she shouted.

Everybody turned their head to them. They watched them until they arrived at the boat.

>> Why did it take so long? << Mike asked them.

>> Me and Ssslith, we had a little conservation. I hope nobody of you mind that he will accompany us… << Alex explained while he showed at Ssslith.

>> Only if he also works while the ship voyage… << the ship owner said.

>> Sure… I will… << Ssslith answered.

Alex smiled. But he suddenly noticed Keegan watching Ssslith with a strange expression. A bad feeling appeared in Alex’s stomach.

>> Keegan? Everything right? << Alex asked.

Keegan looked at him and nodded.

>> I hope we will become friends… << Ssslith added.

>> As long as you aren’t like Alex I see no problem. << Cris commented.

>> I don’t mind << Mike replied.

Ssslith smiled. Everyone went onto the ship. They prepared their depart. A hour later they left Hikari Kioko’s harbor to sail to Twar Island. Alex stood at the front of the ship.

>> Here we go! << he shouted…
     To be continued…

� Yiff: Mostly the description of sex between furs.





